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Written by a survivor of childhood abuse, this moving memoir traces the influence of the author's mother
tongue in the formation of her identity, and the role her second language played in providing a psychological
sanctuary. Kathleen Saint-Onge reflects on the ambiguities of growing up in a primarily French household
while attending English schools as she richly recounts the emotional gains and losses of a life lived in two
languages. A testament to the power of language in determining feelings of belonging or alienation,
Bilingual Being also presents a portrait of the 1960s in Quebec and the changing role of the Catholic Church.
Depicting with warmth and humour her own developing independence gained at school, Saint-Onge reveals
the tensions between the social world of her evolving English and her deep roots in French-speaking Quebec
City. It is an exploration of hope where language provides an escape from traumatic memories and a chance
to reconstruct a secure sense of self. Bilingual Being is a superbly crafted autobiography that seamlessly
moves from the remembrance of abuse to observations of living bilingualism and the gradual unfolding of
recovery in adulthood. It is a compelling, beautiful, and brave narrative that tells a wider story about human
resilience and the impact of language in creating new possibilities for life.
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From reader reviews:

Dolores Stiger:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This Bilingual Being: My Life as a Hyphen book is readable by you who hate the perfect
word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving even
decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer of Bilingual Being: My Life as a Hyphen
content conveys the thought easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the information but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Bilingual Being: My
Life as a Hyphen is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Dennis Bryant:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Bilingual Being: My Life as
a Hyphen which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Rick Fountain:

You may get this Bilingual Being: My Life as a Hyphen by go to the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or
reviewing it can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication
are various. Not only by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the
modern era just like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right
now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Harold Young:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Bilingual Being: My Life as a Hyphen can make you experience more interested to read.
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